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NIHR coordinating centres for research programmes

* NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre
(NETSCC): manages 5 research programmes

« Central Commissioning Faclility (CCF) manages:
« RfPB
* Programme Development Grants
« PgfAR
o 4]
« Other functions
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NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies SAsuE Sk
(NETS) programmes Established: 2012

(previously known as
Reviews Infrastructure)

NETSCC: Established 2008

Health Services

and Delivery Research

Established: 2012 HS&DR Public Health Research
Established: 2008

Health Technology

Assessment Efficacy and Mechanism
Evaluation

Established: 1993

<

Funded by the MRC and

the NIHR
Managed by the NIHR

Established: 2008
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The role of NETSCC

« NETS programmes are ‘Needs-led’

« NETSCC uses a ‘needs-led, science-added’ approach

« Undertakes the identification of new research topics

« Manages the prioritisation, funding, delivery, publication and
dissemination of high-quality research

« Has systems to assess the importance of questions to the NHS and
In what priority they should be answered

» Leads other NIHR initiatives to meet the needs of public, patients
and the NHS, e.g.

* NIHR Journals Library
* NIHR Themed Calls
 The James Lind Alliance (JLA) Priority Setting Partnerships


http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/about/needs-led-science-added
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/about/needs-led-science-added
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/about/needs-led-science-added
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/about/needs-led-science-added
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/about/needs-led-science-added

NHS

National Institute for

N ETS P rog rammes Health Research

Fund : new Primary Research & Evidence Synthesis studies

Have Commissioned work streams
« Start with the information needs of decision makers in the NHS

* Research topics are refined and prioritised by people with expertise in the
field, and commissioning briefs are advertised

Have Researcher-led work streams

« Open calls for researchers to apply for funding for their own research
guestions

« Applications are prioritised as in the commissioned work streams

All applications

* Are peer reviewed & assessed for scientific quality, feasibility and value for
money
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The central role of NIHR research in the innovation pathway
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Remits: EME & HTA programmes

« EME is a ‘science driven’ Translational research programme. It
evaluates the clinical efficacy of an intervention, where proof of
concept in humans has already been demonstrated.

« HTA funds independent research about the effectiveness, costs and
broader impact of healthcare treatments and tests for those who
plan, provide or receive care in the NHS.

‘Technology’ can mean any method used to promote health and
prevent disease, diagnose, treat or monitor disease, improve
rehabilitation or long-term care’

Supports research that is immediately useful to patients, clinical
practice, and policy or decision makers
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Remits: Health Services and Delivery Research (HS&DR)
& Public Health Research Programme (PHR)

HS&DR funds research to produce evidence on the quality,
accessibility and organisation of health services including large
scale primary research studies of national importance. This includes
evaluations of how the NHS might improve delivery of services

PHR funds research to evaluate non-NHS interventions intended to
iImprove the health of the public and reduce inequalities in health.
The scope is multi-disciplinary and broad, covering a wide range of
interventions that improve public health
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The NETS portfolio : End of Life Care

» 24 projects
e 14 complete & published
« 3 waiting to publish

e 7In progress

« HTA 2 research themes under consideration
« 13/20 Prognostic models for people with advanced cancer.

« 14/173 Methylphenidate and dexamethasone in cancer-related
fatigue.



Medical
Research

MRC Council

Understanding
complexity of
conditions in last
year of life
(Murtagh)

PgfAR

Can we better
match resources
to needs for
patients at end of
life?

Some recent NIHR studies

Early referral to
specialist
palliative care
services in
advanced lung
cancer

(Ahmedzai)
HTA

Do specialist
services
produce better
outcomes for
patients and at
what cost?

Transitions to
palliative care in
acute hospitals

(Ingleton)
HS&DR

How many
inpatients have
palliative care
needs and how
well are they met
by general acute
staff?

JLA service uncertainties
palliative/EoL care
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Intervention to
support care by
lay carers for end
of life patients

(Luker)
RfPB

Can family carers
be trained to
provide some
basic nursing
care tasks at

home?



Some highlights from the NETS programme research portfolio ) ) NHS
National Institute for

Waiting to publish: Health Research

HTA project: 11/27/01 The cost-effectiveness of domicilary non-invasive ventilation (NIV) in patients with end-stage COPD. A
systematic review and economic evaluation.

HS&DR Project: 10/2002/23 Care and communication between health professionals and patients affected by severe or chronic
illness in community care settings: A qualitative study.

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/256 The Care of Dying People in Nursing Homes and Intensive Care Units: a qualitative mixed methods
study.

Research in progress

SR Project: 13/180/11 A Library of Published Palliative Care and end of life research as an annotated bibliography.

HTA Project 12/188/05 Self-Management of Analgesia and Related Treatments at the End of life (SMARTE).

HTA Project: 11/108/06 Does early referral of patients with metastatic non-small cell lung cancer to UK specialist palliative care
services make a difference in their quality of life or survival? Acronym: SPECIAL (Standard or PalliativE Care In Advanced Lung
cancer).

HTA project: 09/33/02 CanTalk: the clinical and cost effectiveness of CBT plus treatment as usual for the treatment of depression
in advanced cancer; a randomised controlled trial.

HS&DR: 12/130/47 Evaluation of the clinical and cost-effectiveness of Short-term Integrated Palliative Care Services (SIPC) to
OPTimise CARE for people with advanced long term Neurological conditions (OPTCARE Neuro).

Recently published research

HS&DR Project: 09/2000/58 Geographical and temporal Understanding In place of Death in England (1984 -2010): analysis of
trends and associated factors to improve end-of-life Care (GUIDE_Care) primary research. 2014

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/259 Variations in out of hours end of life care provision across primary care organisations in England
and Scotland. 2013

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/258 Coordination of care for people at risk of dying in the next 12 months: a multi-site prospective study
and consensus seeking exercise. 2013



http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/projects/hta/112701
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Issues for applicants

 The Research question needs to be in Remit and clearly stated in simple
terms, ideally in one sentence

* Importance — explain why research on this issue is important to the NHS

« Ensure an appropriate multi-disciplinary team — include clinical staff,
researchers, statisticians and experts in study design

« Patient and public involvement is expected from the design stage through to
delivery and dissemination of research

* Consult with a Research Design Service (RDS) or Clinical Trials Unit (CTU)
at the very outset of study development

« Carefully consider your choice of primary outcome measure and any other
outcomes of interest
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The NIHR, Evaluation, Trials and Studies (NETS) programmes, fund valuable independent research
for health and social care decision makers. They are managed by the NIHR Evaluation, Trials and
Studies Coordinating Centre (NETSCC), based at the University of Southampton. While some of the
research programmes share common themes and complement each other, they each have different
specialist funding remits.

Panel Chair, Panel Member and Board Member vacancies
We currently have a number of Panel Chair, Panel Member and Board Member vacancies

across NETS programmes.

Apply online by 1pm Tuesday 27 May 2014 for Panel and Board Member posts, and 1pm 20
June 2014 for Panel Chair posts.
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Professor Tom Walley Director NIHR Evaluations Trials and Studies

“I would emphasize that all NIHR programmes welcome high quality
applications that will lead to benefits for patients, carers and the NHS. We
know Eol Care is an important issue in the NHS and | would like to draw

your attention to the highlight notice that HTA will be launching on 19*
January.”

Webinar 19" January 2015 @ 14.00-15.00. Register at
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/funding/hta-researcher-led/hta-webinar-

registration
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HTA Call for Research into End of Life Care

Interventions for the management of end of life care in people with non-cancer
and cancer related conditions that complement the current NIHR portfolio:

Aspects: particularly in the last 30 days of life
Interventions of particular interest include:

«  Symptom management

» Support informed decision making

« Support the patient’s ability to die at home if they wish

« develop knowledge, skills and confidence of patients, carers and health
professionals in care delivery
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Resources for the NHS & NIHR research

 NIHR http://www.nihr.ac.uk/

« NETSCC Programmes: http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/

* Register for funding alerts & other programme news
* General information, programme remits, resources
* Programme specific contact détails for advice

» Guidance & FAQs for applicants http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/fags/remit

» Publications: NIHR Journals Library http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/
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NETS projects waiting to publish or in progress m
National Institute for

N _ Health Research
Waiting to publish:
HTA project: 11/27/01 The cost-effectiveness of domicilary non-invasive ventilation (NIV) in patients with end-stage COPD. A
systematic review and economic evaluation.

HS&DR Project: 10/2002/23 Care and communication between health professionals and patients affected by severe or chronic
illness in community care settings: A qualitative study.

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/256 The Care of Dying People in Nursing Homes and Intensive Care Units: a qualitative mixed methods
study.

Research in progress

SR Project: 13/180/11 A Library of Published Palliative Care and end of life research as an annotated bibliography.

HTA Project 12/188/05 Self-Management of Analgesia and Related Treatments at the End of life (SMARTE).

HTA Project: 11/108/06 Does early referral of patients with metastatic non-small cell lung cancer to UK specialist palliative care
services make a difference in their quality of life or survival? Acronym: SPECIAL (Standard or PalliativE Care In Advanced Lung
cancer).

HTA project: 09/33/02 CanTalk: the clinical and cost effectiveness of CBT plus treatment as usual for the treatment of depression
in advanced cancer; a randomised controlled trial.

HTA project: 10/50/49 Palliative radiotherapy in addition to self-expanding metal stent for improving outcomes of dysphagia and
survival in advanced oesophageal cancer: ROCS (Radiotherapy after Oesophageal Cancer Stenting) Study.

HS&DR Project: 11/2004/29 Decision making about implantation of cardioverter defibrillators (ICDs) and deactivation during end
of life care.

HS&DR: 12/130/47 Evaluation of the clinical and cost-effectiveness of Short-term Integrated Palliative Care Services (SIPC) to
OPTimise CARE for people with advanced long term Neurological conditions (OPTCARE Neuro).
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SR Project: 13/180/04 Medically assisted hydration for adult palliative care patients.

SR Project: 13/180/03 Medically assisted nutrition for palliative care in adult patients.

SR Project: 10/4002/10 Non-invasive interventions for improving wellbeing and quality of life in patients with lung cancer.

HS&DR Project: 08/1819/218 Dignity in practice: an exploration of the care of older adults in acute NHS trusts.

HS&DR Project: 08/1613/143 Scoping exercise: generalist services for adults at the end of life: research, knowledge, policy and
future research needs.

HS&DR Project: 09/2000/58 Geographical and temporal Understanding In place of Death in England (1984 2010): analysis of
trends and associated factors to improve end-of-life Care (GUIDE_Care) primary research.

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/259 Variations in out of hours end of life care provision across primary care organisations in England
and Scotland.

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/257 Understanding place of death for patients with non malignant conditions: a systematic literature
review. View

HS&DR Project: 08/1813/258 Coordination of care for people at risk of dying in the next 12 months: a multi-site prospective study
and consensus seeking exercise.

HS&DR Project: 08/1809/231 A study to develop integrated working between primary health care services and care homes.

HS&DR Project: 08/1809/233 Transitions to palliative care for older people in acute hospitals: a mixed-methods study.

http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hsdr/volume-1/issue-11|http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hsdr/volume-1/issue-11

HS&DR Project: 08/1809/232 Transitions at the end of life for older adults - patient, carer and professional perspectives: a mixed-
methods study.

http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hsdr/volume-2/issue-17|http://www.journalslibrary.nihr.ac.uk/hsdr/volume-2/issue-17

HS&DR Project: 08/1819/222 Challenging care: the role and experience of Health Care Assistants in dementia wards.

HS&DR project: 08/1513/089 Concern and continuity in the care of patients with cancer and their carers: developing the
intervention.
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